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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 0387 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SA, US 

SUBJECT: CODEL WILLIAMS/STEVENS: SANG MODERNIZATION PROGRAM 

1 . IN COURSE OF WIDE-RANGING DISCUSSION WITH CODEL WILLIAMS/ 

STEVENS ON JANUARY 9, SNAG DEPUTY COMMANDER PRINCE BADR SAID 
THAT HE AND PRINCE ABDULLAH WERE COMPLETELY SATISFIED WITH 
RELATIONSHIP WITH U.S. IN ITS ROLE IN THE MODERNIZATION PRO- 
GRAM OF SANG. IF PROBLEMS AROSE, THEY WERE AMONG FRIENDS 
AND ONLY ADDED TO THE WORKING EXPERIENCE OF THE TWO PARTIES. 

IN RESPONSE TO SENATOR STEVENS' STATEMENT THAT U.S. WAS 
KEENLY INTERESTED IN ASSISTING IN MODERNIZATION OF THE SANG, 

PRINCE BADR SAID THAT SAG INTENDED TO CONTINUE MODERNIZATION 
AND HE HOPED THAT CONGRESS WOULD SUPPORT PROGRAM. 

2. BADR CONTINUED BY SAYING THAT QUALITY OF FRIENDSHIP WAS 
DETERMINED BY OPPORTUNITY TO BE FRANK. IT WAS VERY 

EASY MATTER FOR SAUDI ARABIA TO OBTAIN WEAPONS ESPECIALLY 
SINCE SAG PAYS FOR THEM. MANY STATES WOULD WELCOME 
OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPLY ARMS TO SAUDI ARABAI. FOR EXAMPLE, 

SAUDI ARABIA COULD BUY ARMS FROM USSR. AT THIS POINT, 

SHEIKH TURAYJERI, SANG ASST DEPUTY COMMANDER, BROKE IN TO SAY 
THAT THIS WAS FAR FROM THEIR THINKING. BADR ECHOED 
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TURAYJERI'S INTERJECTION AND SAID THAT THIS WAS ONLY FAR-OUT 
EXAMPLE JUST TO SHOW THAT WEAPONS WERE OBTAINABLE. HOWEVER, 
SAUDI ARABIA PREFERRED TO DEAL WITH FRIENDS. U.S. AND SAUDI 
ARABIA HAD MUTUAL INTERESTS. U.S. NEEDS SAUDI ARABIA AND 
SAUDI ARABIA NEEDS U.S. 
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